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Executive Summary

Mediterranean"Batha" (Mediterranean scrubland) is a plant community characterized by
vegetation dominated by shrubs and/or dwarf-shrubs, often also including herbaceous plants.

Mediterranean batha provide many ecosystem services. For example, they provide excellent
natural grazing for cattle and goats and the best habitat for bee pasture which benefits
agricultural fields by providing pollination and honey production. It also reduces soil erosion
and flood damage, and improves soil permeability to increase rainwater recharge of aquifers.

Mediterranean batha and grasslands are important habitats for various species of plants and
animals, including raptors and ground nesting songbirds and mammals like the Gazelle. Some
of Israel’s rarest and most endangered species are also found in the Mediterranean batha with
this habitat allowing these animals to move freely, reproduce and forage for food.

The Mediterranean batha is an integral part of Israel’s natural landscape. They are distributed
throughout Northern and Central Israel right up to the edge of the desert. This distribution
helps the general public feel connected and closer to nature. It has been found that hikers
prefer walking in the open landscapes created by the low lying Mediterranean batha compared
to forests or dense woodland.

To maintain this landscape’s unique biodiversity it must be recognized as an important
habitat and made a target for conservation efforts, for example by setting up nature
reserves or other types of protected areas. It is recommended that a management
policy such as grazing and controlled tree logging is adopted, in order to protect
open patches of Mediterranean batha. It is proposed to avoid tree planting and
afforestation in these areas and only in exceptional cases allow diluted planting of trees.

It is important to improve recognition of the importance of this habitat through education.
It is recommended that the Israel’s Mediterranean batha be used as a field laboratory to
observe various natural phenomena and to increase public awareness of the importance of
this landscape.
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